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VILLAGERS are considerins settins
up their own iostal service - because
of dissatisfaction with Royal Mail.

The sorting offrce for t}le service, at
Bruisyard, near FrarDlingham, could
be a new community hall duetobe
completed in m09.

The sparsely popr ated village has
two post boxes with daily collections
but, as $'ith many otlrcr "deep rulal"
areas, Royal Mail does not specify a
collection time, only that it will be
befor€ 4 pm.

John Gibb, a member of the local
village hdl committee, said:"Bruisyard is classilled as 'aleep
rural' by the Royal Mail. Ttis sinister
sounding classi{icauon means,
amongst other things, that accurate
collection times no longer have to be
adhered to and they can collect any
time between gam anal4Dm.
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"If 
]ou're elderly, you have no

knowledge of whether the .post has
been collected or not."

Local resident. Rachel Marten. who
currently runs cub scout groups in
tlle area, believes the new commuity
hall might be useal as a centre from
which volunteers could distribute
local mail."Bruisyard covers a wide area and
we are looking at the practicalities of
running a postal service for the eld-
erly and disabled and those who hnd
it d ncult and expensive to use the
postal services."We're lookinglat a system of col-
lecting mail from tbe older residents
and distributing it locally by hard or
posting it for them," she said.

Mrs lilarten and her busbanal,
Johr, said the new hall prcject would
provide the opportunity to do a great
deal of good for the commurity and
involve young people.

lDtlring the building we will
encourage local kids to help in coun-

fv work like bee Dlantins ard ditch
clearins and all aciivities;hicFwill
make tiem more aware and apprecia-
tive of their sufioundings," Mrs
Marten said.

She and her husband a.re also con-
sidering other uses for the hall such
as courses in cookery and food
hygiene and basic computer courses
for local residents."There is a desperate need for a
site where people ftom Bruisyard
can meet and join in community
activities. This will put the heafi
back in the village," MIs Marten
said.

A Royal Mail spokesman said the
frequency of letter collections was
based on usage of the post boxes."The volume of mail at Bruisyard
justifres only one collection a day and
before 4pm but there are later collec-
tions at both lYanlingham and
Saxmundham. " he said.
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